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10 October 2012
GRACE’S DIARY: THE JOURNAL OF
GRACE JANE DEXTER 1884 — 1893

by Dr Rowena Edlin-White

Rowena began her talk by quoting L P Hartley: “Ti he past is a foreign
country: they do things differently there.’ _

She explained that this was a theme she was hoping to illustrate
using the diary of Grace Jane Dexter. Importantly, she had brought the
actual diary to the meeting for us to look at. She had also worked out that
she was related to Grace, who was her Grandma’s aunty.

Grace Dexter wrote diaries all her adult life and this talk was about
the first volume 1884 - 1893, which she started when she was eighteen.
She didn’t write every day, but now and then wrote a resume of what had
been happening in her life.

This first diary begins with a summary of her life so far. She had
experienced a happy childhood. Some older siblings had died so she was
much loved and valued and brought up almost as an only child.

She had tried being a teacher at the age of fourteen, had stuck at it
for three years, but then had to give it up because of her health. She found
teaching very difficult, probably because she herself had been home
educated. She wanted desperately to be a teacher and spent a lot of time
while writing this diary studying for various teaching qualifications.

Her very Victorian attitudes are found in her description of the
sufferings of her brother John, who lost his wife and daughter, and also in
her feelings of self reproach and despair that she is not perfect. Some of
these ideas come from the Victorian books she read, which she lists in the
diary. She displays the typical Protestant work ethic and, as a Baptist,
thinks it her duty to educate herself as much as possible, to improve herself
and to worry a lot about wasted time. )

In 1885 the family moved to Whatstandwell in Derbyshire. Grace
begins teaching at Lea School (teaching ° gentleness and Christian
courtesy’) and here she meets Florence Nightingale. (Florence
Nightingale’s childhood home was at Lea Hurst and she continued to take
an interest in the area all her life.) : ;




Grace later visits Florence in London in the winter of 1885.
Florence read The Charge of the Light Brigade to her and Grace says she
found her charming and easy to converse with. They continued to write to
each other after this visit. Grace writes in her diary that, while she was in

" London, she was shocked by the signs of extreme poverty, saying They do
not want charity, they want opportunity’.

Grace struggled with discipline in her class and was not happy to
use corporal punishment. She was gradually demoted and then dismissed.
She wrote to Florence Nightingale about this.

She started teaching again in Broadmarsh in Nottingham. She
gained a permanent position with a wage of £40 per year and was so
pleased to be able to support herself. She had 86 pupils in her class and
after school had to visit homes to collect school fees. She was once again
astounded and dismayed by the poverty she saw.

Grace eventually gained all the qualifications she needed to be a
teacher. She became a good teacher and a capable Baptist Church
fundraiser. She later moved to different schools and this section of her
diary ends with her teaching at a school in West Ham in London.

Rowena closed the talk by pointing out how different some of the
Victorian views and attitudes were, and noted that some aspects of life,
such as the horrors of poverty, were still the same today.

This was a very well constructed talk. Rowena had cleverly chosen
extracts from the diary that gave us brilliant insights into the life and
character and emotions of Grace Jane Dexter. Although there were no
illustrations we all had a very good picture of Grace.

Postscript: Grace Jane Dexter lived 98 years (1865 — 1963). In 1901 in
Duffield she married Herbert Dupree, a stone cutter from London. They
had no children and he died in 1945 in Bath. Grace lived there for another
eighteen years.

‘Grace’s Diary’was published in 2005 and is available for sale at £6.00 or
members can borrow it from the Society’s library.

John Shaw

14 November 2012
WOMEN AT WAR

Bv Maureen Rushton

The great strength of this talk was the succession of photographs
illustrating the many ways that women had been involved in the two world
wars. The sources for women’s contributions are very rich now, including
an oral history collection at the Imperial War Museum, as well as the
plethora of photographic archives.

During the World War I (1914 — 1918) a series of photos showed
women working as drivers in the Auxiliary Army Corps, (considered
outrageous!) and they also worked as ambulance drivers. One Alice
Remington learned the mechanics of the vehicle as well as how to drive it.
Others became dispatch riders. Men resented women doing this work and
sometimes sabotaged their vans. A variety of factory jobs were done by
women, including munitions work. At Boots the Chemisis they were
making respirators.

Nor was heavy work considered beyond the fair sex. Images of
women laying the foundations of buildings and working on aeroplanes
appeared on the screen. Before the war many jobs were considered
unsuitable for women. However, during the war women filled many posts
formerly done by men: window cleaners, postal workers, moving coke
around the gas works in London, working as conductresses on frams,
becoming ‘Lumber Jills’ in the forests. Photos illustrated each occupation.
For those who wanted to work on the land, there had to be three referees
with each application.

Then there was the immense contribution that women made to the
nursing of the wounded, both in field hospitals and the convalescent homes
in Britain.

However, when the war ended in 1918 the work in the factories
stopped and Winston Churchill remarked that women were ‘thrown on the
street’. Between the wars women went back into the home, or found jobs
in service or offices. Women routinely left paid employment in many
walks of life when they married.

With the Declaration of War in September 1939, women again
came forward to play a vital part in the war effort. Even before the war
started, a vast army of women helped to organise the evacuation of one and
a half million children and young mothers from the cities of Britain. By
1941 there was compulsory call up for all unmarried women over 21, with
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excep’.tions for mothers with children under 14. Women were needed in the
factories. They were paid less than men and so were a cheap alternative.
Tl}ey soon found their feet in the new environment and seven and a half
mllhpn were allowed to join a union, after initial resistance from the men.
The images continued to flash across the screen; women working on the
constmcuox_l of fighter planes; women flying the completed planes to their
fighter stations; girls making Molotov cocktails; girls doing their three
week training in plane spotting.

The there was the world outside the armed forces and the factories.
Women used ingenuity to inject fashion into the limited clothing ration;
woollen garments unravelled and re-knitted; clothes unpicked and re:
arranged; Mmist:ry of Food recipes conjured meals from vegetables and the
meagre meat ration. As the war continued, the demands for labour grew.
The armed forces were the first choice of many women, but their needs
were ﬁ'naily met and so many young women found themselves ‘directed’ to
work in factories or in the Women’s Land Army or a variety of
occupations. Photos filled the screen; a gang of women demolishing a
bridge on the LNER railway; a lady painting white lines on the road: a bus
cox}ducn'ess; a window cleaner; post women; a woman collectin:g ‘pig
swill’ (from a bin left in public for waste food to be collected); street
cleaners. ,

For women who were not called up there was the Women’s

Vol.tmtary Service which, together with the Red Cross and the Women’s
Institutes, provided services for the bombed out and the displaced; mobile
baths; emergency food vans; emergency washing services. ’
. '.I'he BBC had moved out of London, but it provided trustworthy
m_fonnation and shows such as ITMA (It’s That Man Again) and Monday
Night at Eight (appreciative noises from the audience) raised morale. An
underground studio ensured services would be maintained. '

_ Maureen’s talk came to an end. Her meticulous research for photos
to illustrate the talk left a truly remarkable picture of the multi-faceted
contribution of women in wartime.

12 December 2012 S
CHRISTMAS SOCIAL EVENT

Thg usual foqmﬂa — a delicious buffet, a raffle with lots of prizes and two
quizzes organised by Pat and John Hodgkiss — was enjoyed by all.

9 Janunary 2013
HALLAM FIELDS — THE STORY OF A COMMUNITY
FORGED FROM IRON
by Stephen Flinders

It’s always a good sign when we have to put extra chairs out!

Stephen introduced the talk by explaining that he had inherited it from
Danny Corns and that, as Danny was there in the room, he might interrupt
and add some details. Danny’s credentials included not only his extensive
research but also the fact that he had been brought up in Hallam Fields.
During the evening Stephen showed us a slide of very young children from
the local school and Danny pointed out his dad on the front row.

Stephen explained that, although there had probably been people in
the Fields area during Roman and Medieval times, and even though the
Erewash Canal had been opened in 1779, the evidence from the 1851
Census shows only one family in a farm there. In 1861 there was still only
one family listed there. The farm building was there for a long time and
later became the local school. (Stephen remembers going there for band
practice.)

In the 1860s the area altered a lot and in 1868 24 houses were built,
because the local industry was beginning to grow. In 1846 Benjamin Smith
had built three foundries, but they had not been successful. Various owners
had tried after that, but it was not until the Franco-Prussian War in 1870-71
that the huge demand for steel came from Europe, and Stanton became a
major producer.

By 1871the population had really begun to grow. There were then
about 105 families in Hallam Fields. The real surprise is that at least 70 of
those families came from well outside the area. There were a lot of people
from the West Midlands, but also from as far away as Scotland. Many
families arrived by canal. In this way a ‘separate’ community established
itself. They had their own shop and baker and school and church. There is
evidence that services were held in a house (9 North View) until a church,
known as the “Tin Tabernacle’, was built. This lasted from 1880 - 1895
and was later moved and rebuilt in Ilkeston. The church that still stands
there, St Bartholomew’s, was opened in 1895. This church became a good
centre for this now close-knit community. We were shown several photos
of the Church Lads’ Brigade, who had a local, lively and unrepeatable

nickname!




The curate of this church was Rev Machell Cox from 1908 — 1948.
It was during the early part of this incumbency that the church was hit by a
Zeppelin bomb in 1916. ‘

We then saw various pictures of streets, school children, floods
(frequent) and special celebrations in this small community. Stephen
pointed out how close the houses were to the actual coke works and how
difficult this must have made life. There was one brilliant photo of all the
washing hanging out on clothes lines very, very close to the heavy, black
smoke of the coke works.

The talk ended with the school motto which Stephen recommended
to us: '

Whoever you are, be noble
Whatever you do, do well
Whenever you speak, speak kindly
And give joy wherever you dwell.

As usual with Stephen’s talks, not only were there good slides and
excellent research, but the talk was delivered with infectious enthusiasm
and plenty of humour. There is no doubt that everyone present learned a

lot and really enjoyed themselves.
John Shaw

13 February 2013
ST PANCRAS — HISTORY, NEGLECT AND
REGENERATION
by Nigel Lowey

On a snowy, winter evening, when you would have been reluctant even to
turn your cat out, we were privileged to hear Nigel Lowey’s enthralling
history of St Pancras Station. On that day, Nigel had experienced a very
challenging journey from St Pancras to Nottingham; a journey that
normally takes just under two hours took almost eight. It was a close call!
The ultimate aim of the Midland Railway was to transport
passengers to and from London and, when construction of the line reached
the Home Counties, they secured an agreement for running powers over the
Great Northern line into Kings Cross, but the phenomenal number of
passengers wishing to visit the Great Exhibition of 1851 caused so much
congestion that Kings Cross Station could barely cope. The Great Northern
was highly critical of the time Midland Railway trains occupied a platform
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at Kings Cross when platform space was at a premium. Over the ensuing
years, the Great Northern and Midland Railways were at loggerheads. It all
came to a head when a Great Northern train arrived in Nottingham and was

chained to rails and the l'ails removed.



The City of London would not allow the building of any railway
south of the Fuston Road, so an Act of Parliament was established in 1863
for a station to be built in the parish of St Pancras. This was a contentious
issue as it involved slum clearance around Agar Town and Somers Town,
resulting in some 32,000 people being made homeless. Additionally, St
Pancras churchyard had to be levelled and many bodies re-buried.

The station had to be built at a sufficiently high level to clear the
Regents Canal and William Barlow, the architect of the train shed, had to
consider many options. He came up with the brilliant idea of a roof that sat
on the ground rather that on supporting walls and was strengthened by
cross members just below platform level. The 688 cast iron pillars were
manufactured by the Butterley Company in Ripley in 1867 and the
resultant train shed was completely free of any obstruction. With a span of
254 feet and a length of 700 feet it was the widest single span in the world
for over 100 years. The space below the platform was used primarily for
the storage and handling of beer barrels.

Beyond the train shed was the magnificent Gothic style hotel
designed by George Gilbert Scott. Eleven architects were in competition
for the contract and Scott, ignoring all the rules of the competition, was
successful; his design was by far the grandest and most expensive of all the
designs. St Pancras Station dominated the Euston Road and was so
designed that it completely dwarfed and hid Cubbitt’s Kings Cross Station,
even to the extent that the statue of Britannia on the top of the building
faced Kings Cross.

It took nine years to complete construction and at that time the
Midland Railway was having serious financial problems, having opted to
build the Settle to Carlisle line as a direct route to Scotland. To save
money, the plans for St Pancras had to be changed and the building was
reduced by three floors. Even so, it was built with many new innovations
but, surprisingly, without running water. The building’s rich, red colour
was achieved by using Grippers Bricks formed of Mansfield sandstone,
manufactured at Mapperley brickworks in Nottingham.

After the railway regrouping in 1923, the upkeep of the station
passed to the London, Midland and Scottish Railway. They found it was
too difficult and not economic to modernise the building and, as a result, it
closed as a hotel in 1935 and was used as offices by the railway company.

After many years of neglect, and following the Beeching Report in
the mid 1960s, there was increasing pressure to close the station altogether.
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However, its saviour came in the form of Sir John Betjeman, who
campaigned vehemently against closure and managed to secure Grade 1
listed status. Fortunately, that saved the station but it didn’t prevent the
continued neglect of the interior. In 1985 it failed its fire certificate; in
1988 all the original equipment was sold and the interior stripped bare; by
1990 it was proposed as a home for the homeless and the train shed as a
sports hall! '

Then along came privatisation and ‘this pile of bricks at the end of
the railway’ was given away and the renaissance began. St Pancras was
chosen to replace Waterloo as the destination of High Speed Line 1 from
the Channel Tunnel. The train shed was extended and renovated to
accommodate Burostar services to the continent, normal services to the
Home Counties and the Midlands, high speed services into Kent and South
East England and Thameslink services from a new underground station
built just below the existing platforms and shopping area.

The train shed has been embellished with a new clock, identical to
the one that was dropped and reassembled in a garden at Thurgarton, the
Meeting Place, a statue of a couple embracing, and Sir John Betjeman. His
statue has the profile of the train shed in the folds of his coat! The train
shed was completed on time and within budget.

Finally, the top three floors of the station building have been
converted into luxury flats, whilst the rest of the building has returned to its
original role as a hotel. Now known as the St Pancras Renaissance Hotel, it
has had all the original décor restored. Traces of the original carpets and
wallpaper were found and they have been faithfully copied and replaced.

The hotel is open to the public and for £20 you can enjoy a 90
minute tour. Nigel recommended that we go and have a look and, maybe,
enjoy a meal at the Gilbert Scott Restaurant.

Phil Burton

13 March 2013
WOLILATON HALL AND PARK
by Tim Preston

This talk was characterised by some absolutely excellent photo slides, but
for the purposes of this report you will have to imagine them!

Wollaton Hall was built between 1580 and 1588 by Sir Francis
Willoughby. (Mr Preston said he could not find out how Francis
Willoughby had gained his knighthood, but he suspects it may have been
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bought). The Willoughbys had a successful coalmining business. The
foundations of the hall were built of stone from the recently destroyed
Lenton Abbey, and the upper building was clad in stone from Ancaster in
Lincolnshire. The architect was Robert Smythson.

Sir Francis’s plan was to build a grand house for two reasons,
firstly to have a house that Queen Elizabeth could come and visit, and to
have a house that would belong to his family for a long time to come.

In both of these aims he was frustrated:- Queen Elizabeth didn’t
over come to visit, and his only son died during the building’s construction.
Sir Francis himself didn’t even move into the mansion. He himself died in
suspicious circumstances in 1596.

Mr Preston pointed out the very large room at the top of the
building which at one time was thought to be a ballroom. Because the only
entrance to the room is a small door in one corner, more recent opinion is
that it was an exercise room for use by ladies in inclement weather.

He also pointed out that Wollaton Hall did not really have a front
or back, but actually had four fronts. In the picture of the South facing
‘front’, cells could be seen just below ground level that were used to punish
unruly servants.

We were then shown a very detailed Willoughby family tree and it
was noted that the family name was Bugg (they bought Wollaton in 1317)
and they later changed their name to the ‘more attractive’ Willoughby.

A later Willoughby, another Sir Francis (1635 — 1672), was one of
the very first ever ‘naturalists’ and it is because of him that Wollaton Hall
is a Natural History Museum. (Mr Preston said that many visitors had
expected a stately home, so a living room had been created in the hall. He
showed us a picture of this room and declared that it was all fake!)

There is still a link to the Willoughby family who now live in
Middleton, part of Manchester. The family visits Wollaton often. In 1925
the hall and park were sold to Nottingham City Council, who quickly
recovered their outlay by selling off quite a lot of land for housing.

Close up_pictures of the building showed the newish servants’
quarters (1823) built in Bulwell stone with numerous busts of famous
ancient Greeks housed in alcoves.  Statues to fill the many remaining
empty alcoves were ordered from Italy but were lost in a shipwreck in the
Bay of Biscay. '

We were shown excellent picture of the cellars, tunnels and wells
under the house, including the Admiral’s Bath reservoir.
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The focus of the talk then moved into the park, where we saw the
coachman’s house, a red telephone box (now a listed building)., the lake and
boathouse and the extensive stables, later used for housing police hoyses.
Slides showed the Transport and Industrial Museum and steam engine, the
extensive camellia house, the wooden huts used by paratroopers and later
prisoners of war in World War Two and the 7 mile wall around the park,
built in 7 years by 7 men and one apprentice. '

Finally, we saw slides of the livestock in thq park: ‘the two herds of
red and roe deer and the white cattle, once resident in the pgrk, Te-
introduced in 1988 and then moved on to Clumber Park. The last slide was
of a magnificent, but easily missed, 500 year old oak tree. o

Mt Preston was relaxed and good humoured and, with his excellent
slides, kept everyone’s interest and reminded us how lucky we are to have

such a magnificent building and park so near. T
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9 April 2013 |
A VISIT TO BRODSWORTH HALL AND GARDENS
SOUTH YORKSHIRE

Aftc?r a smooth run via the M1 and M18 the Viking coach with the Beeston
Society and friends reached the grounds of Brodsworth Hall before 10
o’clock.

In two groups we were given guided tours of the grand rooms on
the ground floor. The house was built in the 1860s by Frenchman, Charles
Thellu‘sson, to display his fabulous wealth and provide a comfortable home
for his family. Rich wall hangings, original paintings, enormous
chandeliers, marble sculptures, hand made wallpaper and thick carpets
recalled the house’s Victorian heyday. However, this house is unique in
tl}at it has not been restored, but has been ‘gently conserved’ since it was
gifted to English Heritage, following gradual decline and neglect in the 20"
century, including a wartime period of requisition by the armed forces.
Thus we saw it in a state of faded, well worn glory, more or less as it was
lived in by the last family members during the 1980s.

The gardens tell a very different story in that they have been fully
restored from a ‘jungle’ when English Heritage arrived to a ‘collection of
grand gardens in miniature’ with statue walks, views from the restored
summ;rhouse over the formal gardens and beyond, to the pleasure gardens
and wide expanses of topiary and majestic trees. Teams of gardeners and
volunteers were busy cutting back, weeding, planting and tending the fern
dell and maze of nearby footpaths. 1 was particularly impressed to see a
narrow100 yard long archery course in a safe, secluded area near a former
shallow quarry, complete with furnished target house.

After a bite of lunch we returned to the hall to experience ‘Duty
Cal.ls’, an exhibition about the life and times of the hall and local people
during both World Wars. The photographs, letters and recorded memoirs,
alongside information about the succession of army units that were based
there, brought those, now far off, times vividly to life.

A short journey by coach took us to Doncaster to visit some of the
town’s ten distinctive markets all on one site, clustered around the ancient
Corn Exchange. It was soon apparent why it has won ‘Britain’s Best
Market” award. After a wander round the well stocked stalls, a vpeep into
one or two of the other shops, and a hot drink, it was time to board the
coach for the journey home at the end of an interesting and unusual outing.
Thank you Alan! Barbara Brooke
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18th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, 10 APRIL 2013

" CHAIRMAN AND SECRETARY’S REPORT

I am pleased to report a successful year for our Society, with varied and
interesting talks at our monthly meetings. The Diamond Jubilee edition of our
newsletter boasted, for the first time, the cover and 6 other pages in full
colour, and included contributions from eight members. It is always a good
read, with reports of meetings and outings, as well as historical research and
newspaper snippets of local interest.

Nigel Brooks and Alan Clayton continue to give history based talks to
local groups and I gave my annual Stapleford history talk to George Spencer
students in July. Eileen Bloor and I led two walks round Stapleford Town
Trail, one as part of the Broxtowe Guided Walks programme and the other as
part of the National Heritage Open Days weekend.

Fileen, Nigel, Colin and I mounted a comprehensive display of items
from the Society’s archives at Stapleford Care Centre as part of the NHS
National Older People’s Day in October, which also gave a public outing to
our Society’s new roll-up freestanding banner. The four of us were kept busy
throughout the event, with a constant stream of visitors expressing great
interest in everything and wanting to buy cards, DVDs, teatowels etc.

Keith Goodman has obtained from Ralph Penniston Taylor’s executor,
his extensive research material about Stapleford, which includes a single copy
of a hand produced illustrated history, nine books of tightly written notes,
hundreds of glass negatives, slides and prints and photocopies of ancient
documents. Keith has already transcribed the books, and these have been
photocopied. Everything else of interest has been scanned and copied. There
is material here for years of research.

In recent weeks three huge images have appeared in empty shop
windows at the Roach, all enlarged from our Society’s photographs, of a
charabanc in Church Street, a Sunday School parade and a view of Derby
Road in the early 1900s. This is part of a Broxtowe Borough Council
initiative to make empty shops look more interesting. Watch out for more!

Many members enjoyed taking part in Beeston Society’s outings to
Melton Mowbray and Rockingham Castle, Oxburgh Hall and Wisbech and
Wrest Park and St Neots.

Later this Spring the unveiling of two plaques will take place in
Stapleford. We have already taken delivery of the one for St John’s C of E
Primary School and the unveiling will be part of a special day celebrating the
school’s return to its own premises after refurbishment. As the second oldest
school in the county still operating in its original building, they certainly have
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something to celebrate. Wesley Place Methodist Chapel plaque is currently on
order and its unveiling will be some time in May or June. As both these
buildings are Grade II listed, a good deal of work has been involved in
obtaining listed building consent.

A plaque was unveiled recently in Chilwell at the original head office
of Gregory’s Roses, and the reception afterwards at the family house next door
was hosted by Mrs Rosemary McCarthy, nee Gregory, and her brother Tony,
and attended by four generations of the family. Tony spoke interestingly
about the company’s more recent days based at Stapleford by what is now the
A52, near the roundabout, now known as Bardill’s, but then as Gregory’s. He
could also rememiber, as a small boy, seeing the crashed plane on their land in
1944, as mentioned in our World War Two book. He was so interested in
what I told him about the book that I sent him a copy afterwards.

The Society is taking part in the Nottinghamshire project Trent to the
Trenches, which aims to record details about many aspects of World War One
on the centenary of its outbreak in 1914. Malcolm has researched information
about the nearly 200 men from Stapleford who fell, and this has been sent in
to become part of a comprehensive county record.

We have held four Committee Meetings during the year, when reports
are presented of all the many activities members undertake. I’d like to pay
tribute to all committee members and thank them for their efforts in ensuring
the Society runs so smoothly. Pat Hodgkiss, as Treasurer, keeps our finances
in order, assisted by husband John, and produces the annual balance sheet.
I’m sure she will also thank C J Lucking & Company for auditing our books,
and Robert Butler for organising this. Thanks to Nigel for arranging the
programme and for handling publicity, and to Pat Kelly, helped by Dorothy
Prentice, for operating the library. We have recently had a turn out of surplus
books to make space for new ones! Thanks to the Archives group members,
Eileen, Nigel, Colin and myself, who chose the items to put on display tonight
and have enough items to sort and record to keep us busy for many years to
come. Thanks to Malcolm for editing the newsletter and for finding new
material, to Meg Oliver and John Shaw for their reports and to Eileen for the
sales stand. Many thanks to Lillian and Tony Britton for dealing with the
refreshments at our meetings, which we all appreciate. Finally, thank you to
all members who support our Society and make it the great organisation it is.

Best wishes for the coming year and keep your fingers crossed that the
Maycliffe Hall keeps operating.

Barbara Brooke
Chairman and Secretary

 REPORT OF THE TREASURER AND MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY

As you will see from the Statement, we made a surplus of £151.38 over the
year. This was due to the fact that we had an unexpected windfall of £240.00
from an un-presented cheque which had covered ten months’ rental for the
hall in 2011. We also had a donation of £200 from the Methodist Church to
be used towards the cost of the blue plaque for Wesley Place Chapel. Were it
not for these two items we should be showing a deficit.

We had a couple of ‘one-off” expenses during the year, purchasing a
banner for advertising the Society at events, and the scanning of ‘Old
Stapleford” photographs from glass negatives, which were part of the Ralph
Taylor archives. No doubt we shall be seeing some of these when Nigel gives
his talk later this year.

As ever, grateful thanks to Robert Butler for auditing the accounts on
behalf of the Society. Thanks also to John and members of the committee for
their continued support.

Membership during 2012 was on a par with the previous year. We had
a couple of meetings that were very well attended, especially by visitors.
Anything on railways or Stanton, seems t0 draw in the crowds. The monthly
average attendance by members over the year was 28. We do have several
members who cannot make it to the meetings, but continue to pay their
subscriptions towards expenses. We all need to try to persuade more people to
join the Society as current membership attendance on a meeting night does not
cover the ever-increasing costs of a good speaker, and may mean we have to
consider increasing our current charges.

Pat Hodgkiss
Treasurer and Membership Secretary

ELECTION OF OFFICERS

No other nominations were received, so the following Officers were re-elected
for a further period of two years:

Chairman and Secretary — Barbara Brooke

Treasurer and Membership Secretary — Pat Hodgkiss




ARCHIVE MATERIAL ACQUIRED 2012/2013

Items received from Kibworth History Society, Leicestershire in connection
with J ghnson & Barnes Ltd, which was founded there in 1901, prior to
expansion to Stapleford and Leicester.

Death and funeral of Mr J T Johnson: Market Harborough Advertiser,

29 October 1917

Funeral of Mr William Barnes: Harborough Advertiser & Midland Mail,

6 January 1933

Photographs of plots in Kibworth Cemetery, J T Johnson & W Barnes
Photograph of 25 years long service watch, Mr H Mann, Kibworth

2 photographs Kibworth factory c1910

2 photographs Kibworth factory 1992

3 photographs of housing on site of Kibworth factory 2012

Paper bag, Frisbys shoe shop

Photocopy of the “Graphic” Illustrated Shopping Guide for Stapleford &
Sandiacre and Coronation Souvenir for 1937

A Gillings, Hatter and Tailor — wooden coathanger

Photocopy of programme for Grand Concert, Albert Hall, Stapleford, 13
November 1923 in aid of Stapleford War Memorial Fund

Cuttings from Long Eaton Advertiser, Poole’s garage business, 33 Nottingham
Road with family and van ‘
Nottingham Post, 20 February 2010 — ‘Bygones’ article and photographs
Chambers Pencil factory ’
Tlkeston Advertiser cutfings:

24 May 2012, Hickings Lane Skate Park reopens after revamp

14 June 2012, Cheque for £1,000 to Link Youth Café

28 June 2012, 1360 Squadron ATC win E Mid. Wing Banner compn.

Kelly’s Directory Nottinghamshire 1930s: Beeston & Stapleford UDC
Beeston, Stapleford, Bramcote ’
Kelly’s Directory Derbyshire 1930s: Sandiacre

Stapleford & Sandiacre News, 3 September 1920: Photo and cutting of
Memorial Service held on Toton Lane recreation ground
Aerial photograph 1927: Halls Road School and housing, Chambers Pencil
factory, Johnson & Barnes factory
]S)t:rbi/ Mercury, 14 April 1880: Opening of new Co-operative shops in Albert

ee

Derby Mercury, 1 January 1840: Death of Lady Caroline Warren
Derby Mercury, 16 October 1839: Sale of freehold property: 3 messuages and
frame shop near the Cross, Building land fronting Toton Road
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Stapleford Parish Magazines ‘Home Words for Hearth and Home’:
January — December 1896, January — December 1899 (photocopies)

" Long Eaton Chronicle, October 2012: Stapleford Carnival montage

Johnson & Barnes Ltd, brochure advertising employment (copy)

Hemlock Stone leaflet + information for talks on Heritage Open Day 2006:
1)Hemlock Stone, 2)Bramcote Hills Estate, by B M Brooke

Leaflet of poems written by participants in The Creative Perambulations of
Sherwood Forest led by Dave Woods (4 copies) '

Service of Commemoration of L/C Walter Parker VC, St Helen’s Church

29 April 2012

Order of Service, Remembrance Day, Walter Parker VC Memorial Square,11
November 2012

Photograph of Rene Shimwell (and chorus!)

Photograph of Girls’ Training Corps, Nottingham, WW2

Photograph of Dr E A Kingsbury

Leaflet: ‘Lace: Here: Now’ Nottingham City and County — September 2012 to
February 2013 '

ADDITIONS TO THE SOCIETY’S LIBRARY 2012/2013

Basford Bystander, Feb/Mar 2012 no.150, April/May 2012 no.151,

June/July 2012 no.152,Aug/Sept.2012 n0.153, Oct/Nov.2012 no. 154,

Dec/Jan 2013 no.155, Feb/Mar 2013 no.156

Local History News, Winter 2012 10.102, Spring 2012 no.103, Summer

2012 n0.104, Autumn 2012 no.105, Winter 2013 no.106

The Local Historian, Volume 42, Feb.2012 no.1, May 2012 no.2, Aug.2012
no.3, Nov.2012 no.4, Vol 43, Fe b.2013 no.1

Nottinghamshire Historian, Autumn/Winter 2011 no.87, Spring/Summer 2012
n0.88, Autumn/Winter 2012 no.89 (interesting articles — Notes on a 19¢
Childhood, Twice celebrated Peace 1918-1919, Growing up in the Vicarage in
the 1930s)

‘Batfle of the Flames’ by David Needham (N ottinghamshire’s fight for
survival in WW2)

“Nottingham — Murder and Crime series’ by Adam Nightingale

“Nottingham Railway Stations’ by Lund (extra copy)

“The Cromford & High Peak Railway’ by Rimmer

“The Lake Counties’ by Arthur Mee

‘Church History, Stapleford St Helen’s’

‘Open Churches — weekends’

‘Around and About Town’ — Ilkeston & District Local History Society

(extremely interesting)
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‘Mining and Industry in South Derbyshire and N W Leicestershire on old
Picture Postcards’ by Mark Bown '

“North Derbyshire Collieries on old Picture Postcards’ by Alan Bower
“Nottinghamshire Trams on old Picture Postcards’ by Grenville Jennings

“The Green — a Journey through Time’ by Basford and District Local History
Society

The following three books by the Nottingham Evening Post were kindly
donated by Stan Newbold. (They are full of interesting articles, photos etc.)
‘Bygones, Volume 1’

‘Bygones, Golden Jubilee Volume’

“‘Nottingham’s Millennium’

Programme for 2013

12 June The History of Toton Marshalling Yard
‘ Phil Burton and Brian Amos
10 July Feeding the English Country House Dr Wendy Freer

14 August Views of Old Stapleford Nigel Brooks

11 September Edward Carver —a Journey in Family and Local History
Peter Hammond

9 October The History of Sheffield Manor Lodge — Past & Present
David Templeman

13 November The Story of Hopwell Hall John Shaw

11 December  Christmas Social Event

STAPLEFORD PUBLIC LIBRARY, LOCAL STUDIES RECENT
ACQUISITIONS

The Chilwell Ghost by A R Dance
Awsworth Through Time by Bryan Maloney (1.90.2) ‘
Nottinghamshire Almshouses from Early Times by Elizabeth A Earl

(L30.56)
Walking the Nottingham/Beeston Canal with Echoes of its History by Bill

Newton
Memories of Beeston Rylands — Personal Memories of a Rylander

by Bill Newton
Part 1 — Memories of the Canal, River Trent and the Floods of 1947

Part 2 - Memories of Beeston Rylands, Personal Memories of a Rylander

STobee At e £ o .
“Ichn Choulerton, 14% Foot from Stapleford, in
Lace-worker Knitter, aged 18, 5ft 6 ins., hazel eyes, brown hai
lcs, wearing light fustian jacket and

Deserted 177 August from Cheetham Bars

white duck trousers.”
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NOTTINGHARM REVIEW, 31° December 1847,

LER in her 84™ year. She

in the above neighbourhood where

leeches and having by long exper

e ke

1Ce K

the therapeutic art was much sought after by that portion of the inthabitants
as to be unable to procure the more expensive aid of qualified medical practitioners.




Five Brigade
Prior to the advent of the Parish Engine the fighting of fires was a communal affair.
In June 1774 the blackeriith in ;:\an-ihau‘e was fitting a particularly large iron tyre to
a wagon wheel. This required a larger fire than nw‘mal and in so damg sparks set
fire to sumrcunding %:Luld"* s T hF‘ uﬂ weh @eh ]
swmmoned all the Stock
hand from the En 311 cué i 1[ out the fire in anaut an imm‘ Ini 833 “-" righes were
0"’&1 thc puw;’ 31 they 80 vqsmm to provide and keep up fire eng i
t gitended & iu‘; at a steam fmu: .‘nH
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driver had quietly relrieved it. Some idea of the tunes taken to attend fires can be
found in the Brigade’s Log Book which records their activity between 1914 and
1936. In March 1915 they were called to a stack fire at Cossall nearly 4 miles
away. The call came at 2p.m. They had difficulty in finding horses anii eventually
left at 2.55p.m. arriving at Cossall 3.25p.am. In spite of the delay they saved half the
e presented a fine sight rattling through the co t s lanes in
. bells ringing and trailing smoke and steam from the boiler.
tion at times with the Parish Council and their
it The last entry in the lcm iI‘ z-‘a;"xm 1 ’D states
that “Wilki and Baxter require new boots. Th? ‘w
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sruction of

The Parish Engine has been housed in a number of places. Tﬁa? t;lm Ci e
the purpose built fire station next to the library in Q:,teh—"‘r 1909 the engine o
in a building behind the Pinfold although it was also kept in a building on dﬂwi

Lane at Cﬂeutln}ﬁ‘ There have been a muin mﬁ' oi attempts to close the station down

but it has survived. The present five statior n Pinfold Lane almost exactly across
from the site of the old Pinfold and Engine T—T ouse.

Keith Goodman

Naote: The main sources used for this
and a Fire Brigade Log covering the
] icie has references and ).asfnmf

FiEH

T‘vf an’"“ 185 epuu The

original of t ter
re a copy. I welcome any infor
clarify some of the issues above.
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Horse-drawn fire engine in the yard of Church Street School about 1912

ty’s stand at the Older People’s Day

1€

Manning the History Soc

at Stapleford Care Centre, 1 October 2012
Colin Rowland, Nigel Brooks, Barbara Brooke, Eileen Bloor

with Stapleford Deputy Mayor David Grindell




Fyom the Labour News dated August 1948 AWEFUL AND BRUTAL MURDER.

r 2 1861.

A plea from West Avenue, Stapleford.
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THE ILKESTON B@UR’DEP
From the ILKESTON LEADER dated 17" Augnst 1861.
THE PREPARATION OF THE FATAL DEED.
EMBODYING THE FACTS OF THE CONFESSION.
facts of the murder are simply these;- Cc e Smith, of Tlkeston, lacemak
c*f age, having got into trouble througt ‘ming a liaison with a girl of the
. was anxious fo get money msum tn enable him to leave the country.
a steady 111»‘§usir10uas ti’fidﬁsﬂ an had acrumul ated some £15 zm_d
Bank in ¢ knew of this money, and it

s o1l th-’ﬁ m(}m}ﬁz of tm. d:x? L{‘!HLHIU ed he
i : and asked im

e he went as he
- Shm’ he

- QIMDANY hﬁi‘ h}l er h“"w hersi“
ien he answered, “T shall do no har
sther offended me 1 would shod! i
. I intend shooting my father W"ﬁéﬂ Iget 1’1@*‘5 onight.”
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H}& Wcﬂ* o1t
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e out, thus ¢
ooiling | had he found hin
s at the p mix nse — the pistol in

state of f:e’mc' much improved, and he ;.
t the pistol and think of shooting his father.
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He then determined he would not do it. About half past eleven he went home. His
father had returned and retired at his usual time. He had been told that George had
gone to enlist for a soldier, and he ws v much agitated in his mind about it. He
wenil to bed, but was unable to sleep. Thinking that if George was gone for a
soldier, he might have left some note to that effect, he told his next eldest s, with
whom he slepf to get up and get a light. He then took the light and went down
stairs. In a drawer }‘;zi found a piece of paper, and imagined it to contain th
information he sought, aithough the writing upen it was not legible. He called
Henry to him, and they together scratinised it, but conld make nothing out of it.
1 ao9in 1o la,a:l (mg’; his father tml h{% p!p@ and said he would sit and see
] 1d before he had time to
e"he’r he had beﬁf] to
ther 1!1;11 rfud

rthe left ear, fired the w
’[h& brain i)I(jl'

iﬂ an instant

pistol and .fﬂ W it mtg a garden near "Lf:-.
one of TIis:‘ ";uun5 men W ;tn whom he had been d

"
[

v"v!é“ '}u the pistol 1 sused his br and their ::1:3 u?i
wakened their %mte" ﬁﬂ-. her hu@:baﬂ en George retumed he was charged with
the murder, but he very stoutly dém ed 3 ipon his father’s body and

kissed him. However t}"x,, case was oo cieaﬂ}_? ] t him, and he was taken into

custody by a policernan whno was call 1 in. He threatened to stab the policeman,
md had he pos d the weapon he asked for, doubtiess would have taken a

d life 5 the | g, and thence b 4 snL

ery black ag
At the E}\{JIM;!:T;{)T‘ t

fm

s

murder against )
notwithstan the pri
and beca:
al, ?qr! even then to the last moment, he thought h‘, snumd get off. He had
stoutly denied the charge and offered zsome explanation. ‘When the judge put on the

black cap and began to ad 5 him previous the

to add :‘nﬁ the sentence, the prisoner
very vehemently and, with considerable zamg ed at some length the
judge and the people in court. It had the effect of increasing the judge’s sense of his
guilt, and the awfiil sentence was passed. His emotion was apparent, how ever much
he endeavoured to hide it. He was conveyed dock to the
condernned ceil in a very excited and awfial state.




CONDUCT OF THE MURDERER IN THE CONDEMNED CELL.
Upon his first removal to the cell, specially used for the confinement of those
condenmned to die, its awful aspect and fearful associations seemed to have Vﬁl‘}'
considerable influence upon his otherwise stolidly insensible state. A wild, almost
demoniacal stare was on his face, and hik very actions were in character with a very
serious ﬂpprﬂhz—‘ 1sion uf a doom the most awful. When the excitement produced by

] -ing of the dread ﬁn’? orn off, and he became
more tub med h* seemed fully to anl
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THE EXECUTION

The fatal day, Friday, broke a dull cold grey, but cleared up into unclouded
splendour before noon. From a very early hour, the occasional footfail broke in
upon the half-slumbers of many excited dreamers, telling that some were even then
on their way to the dread place. D‘m the morning the different roads leading into
Derbry were thronged by an eager crowd; all sorts of conveyances that could be put
into use were heavily laden with anxions, curious persons all eagerly joumeying to
Derby. The fatal drop was in the process of erection from Thursday moming, and
was worked at during the night, emd for some time in the morning j‘ﬁ‘,',;{‘aspi;’} the

xecution. During Thursday 1}1”-fht thousands visited the front of the prison to see
the awful gallows. Each wisitor immediately he «fﬂ’[@{‘{l the town wended his
tf's@vc,; iz the one cormmon place of infere riosity. A conversation tock place

elween two spectators in front of the 1 an hour or two previous to the
execution, during which a remark was made, which is worthy of the attention of

legislators a <Ji phil “]w out not to be haizg ed”
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At nine o’clock in the mormning it was reported from within the prison that the
condemned man had exhibited no very satisfactory repentance; that he was yet
stubbom and seemed scarcely affected by his position. During the previous night —

his last night on earth — he did not sleep well but was very calm and gquiet
throughout. He had lived during the last few days as well as the Governor’s table
could supply him and it was reported on no very untrustworthy authority, that he
ren ordered dirner for eleven o’clock this morning and among the things
— it was 5md,

had ev
specified as his desire were, fwo quarls gf (1.3 . miutton cm);s and 1:-
a bottle of wine, From nine o’clock the p@ }
available arcund the prison — by hundre
they came. 1L i imnated that there were no 1
ten minutes to t? the g udl began its s0
prigson clock sim elve the procession appeared at th‘., hr:ad of the
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ILEESTON LEADER
MAY 237 1861

THE ALLEGED MURDER AT ILKESTON
FROW THE DERBY MERCURY, MAY 21,

To or of the Derby Meraury.

Sir, - From the letter which appeared in the Derby Mercury of last week, signed
“An Enquirer,” and the remarks of the editor of the Derby Reporier thereon, it
appears that the public are at a loss to understand why the recent case of murder at
Tlkeston was gone into by me after the coroner had concluded his investigation and
retumed a verdict of wilful nurder. It is right that the public in general should not
be kept in ignorance or left to grope its way in the dark with reference to such a
matter. Until very recently I had always abstained from interference in cases where
the coroner had previously taken the maiter in hand, and was induced fo depart
from that practice only in consequence of the observations made by the judge on
h Aldred, at the Winter Assize of 1859, for the murder of a child at

to admit in evidence the

examination of the prisoner before the coroner, and complained that she had not
been taken before the magistrates and examined, as her statement would then have

been admissible. Being aware that in the mefropolis, in the large towns, and in
many counfies the magisiraies were in the habit of investigating all such cases,

g practice was
't as regards the accused,
nined to adopt if fisture.
The prisoner is not, as “BEnguirer” admits i present at the coroner’s
inguest, T add that he has no legal status wi er before the coroner, there being
no charge against any one until the enguiry is closed, ner, who is
present, and has a right to cross examine every witness. At the conclusion of the
case the magistrate is required to state the charge to the prisoner, and after duly
cautioning him, to ask if ke wishes to say anything in answer to it. The prisoner’s
staternent therenpon {which is often most material), becomes evidence, and may be
used on the trial. The coroner, has no right to ask the prisoner any such question.
Moreover, in the event of any witness who has been examined before a magistrate
dying or becoming incapacitated, his deposition may be read on the trial; whereas
no deposition taken before the coroner, whether taken in the prisoner’s presence of
net, is admissible in such an event. What would be said then, if a murderer whose
euilt was morally unguestionable were to escape, as might well happen for want of
such evidence? The public press would assuredly not be slow to accuse the
magistracy of a culpable neglect of duty, and for my pait, T do not see what valid or
sufficient excuse could be made, for, when, as in the recent case, a person is
apprehended by a police-constable, it is the clear and imperative duty of such
constable, immediatel¥ to convey the accused before a magistrate (but in nowise
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