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The Society gets off
to a good start

Approximately 20 prospective members attended thelively first meeting of the
Stapleford & District Local History Socicty on March 2.° A number of topics were
covered, including future direction of the Society, potential areas of interest,
committee membership and a diary of events for the next few months. The
enthusiasm and willingness to participate expressed is very encouraging and puts

the Socicty on a firm footing,

We were very fortunate to have as our
pucest Muaureen  Rushton, who iy
seerctary/treasurer ol the Beeston &
District Local History Society, to talk
about her experiences of establishing a
local history socicly, covering such
topics as annual subscription rates,

frequency of meetings, experiences ol

speakers, likely costs, publications and
the advattages ol being alfiliated to
other historical agsociations.

she also outlined the growth of the
Reeston society, which currently has 150
members, and their hopes ol establishing
a muscum in Beeston, The eflectiveness
ol the Beeston Society demonstrates
what can be achieved from small
heginnings, so we can be encouraged and
fook to the future with some optimism.

Also on hand to answer questions
about the carly lile ol a local history
socicty was Michael Bennett, Area
Librarian of Bastwood and Kimberley
Libraries and jounder member of the
Pastwood LIS, Michael undertined
Maureen’s experiences, and between

them they provided much tood for
thought. I would like 1o ke this
apportunity to ik theny for their very
valuable conributions o the meeting,

Andrea Lowe
MEET THE
COMMITTEE

The following members have oflered w
serve on the Committee:

Andrea Lowe, Chairperson

Barbara Paige, Treasurer/ general
secretary :

Pegey Crawtord, vems secretary.
programme organiser

Diane Hough, Projecis/research co-
ordinator

John Beadsmoore, Newsletter editor

Members of the Commitiee niet on
March 10 to discuss a number of
constitutional  muuvers including
subscriptions (£4 a year, plus 30p per
member per meeting/LL for non-
members), opening a bank account,
membership cards and so on,
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HOME FRONT NOTTINGHAMSHIRE

The 50th anniversary of the end of the Second World War

Most people will be aware of the
circumstances which prompted
Andrea Lowe to call the meeting to
establish a LIS in Stapleford,
namely NCC Leisure Services'
celebration of the Second World
War in a series of exhibitions and
events commemorating the Illome
Front in Nottinghamshire, 1939-45.

Andrea has made appeals for arte-
facts, photographs and ephemera
relating to the Home Front and has
been fortunate to acquire a number of
items of interest, kindly loaned to the
Library by customers for the occa-
sion. Her favourites to date include an
ARP armband and badge, a photo-
graph of the Home Guard in
Stapleford - and a tin of ersatz cof-
fee!

These and other items will be on
lisplay in the Library from April
snwards, when the first theme will be
Home Defence.

The official launch of HHome

Front Nottinghamshire will take
place on Tuesday, March 28, in the
Library, from 11am to Ipm, and
you are welcome to drop in to be
entertained by members of
Stapleford’s Creative Writers
Group with “llere is the Blitz -
Readings.from the Home Front”.
Wartime rations will be available
and 1940°s dress welcomed - don’t
forget your tin hat and gas mask.

After the IMome Defence exhibition
in April, following themes will in-
clude: '

May - Women’s Organisations
(Land Army, WVS etc.)

June - [Evacuees

July - The Social Impact (rationing
etc.)

September - The Economic Impact

October - The Military

November - General: The Home
Front in Broxtowe

So if anyone has information, or
items we could borrow, or knows

someone who might be able fo lelp
with any of the above, please contact
Andrea Lowe at Stapleford Library
(Telephone: 0115 939 8405).

MWake your Food Budger
go Purther with Sy
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H.P. Sauce will heip you to use up cvery
scrap of meat, fish, vegetables, etc. H.P. R}
improves all roasts and grills, savourics and . X
made-up  dishes. Herc is one cxcellent
recipe i—

BAKED EGG BELFORY

Cut the tope of soms firge tomatens and scoep
sutlnsides.  Hak 81l with chopped cold maat minad
with & teaspeenlul of H.P. Ssucs. Add Uny plocs
of buttsr o margarina. Break 8a ogyg Iate sach.
Stand oa griassd ta sad bake In modernis oven.

wartims. Huy 4 battly

In association with the Hnmc}
Front, the following events will
take place in Stapleford Library:

*March 28, 2.30-5.00pm: Mem-
hers of the public are invited to
share their memories of life in
Stapleford during the Second
World War with members of the
Society

*dpril 20 , 2.30pm - Music
Memories of the Home Front.
Speaker: Alan Guest. All wel-
come; there may be a small ad-
mission charge.

*July 18 - Reminiscence with
Gillian Tanner on a World War
2 theme, to an invited audience
of elderly people. Members of
the oral history and nmemory
projects night also like to attend.

Watch the Library's Notice
kB oards for news of other events.

somiay.




MEETINGS DIARY
To accommodate as many members as
pussibie, future meetings have heen
arranged for Tuesday and Thursday
evenings alternately. Dates are:

Thursday, Mareh 23, 7.00pm. Suella
Postles, - Social - and  Economic
Historian, Brewhouse Yard Muscum:
‘Recording Local History?

Tuesday, May 2, 7.30pm. Nigel
Brooks: Talk and Slide Show, “Fhe
George Hooley Collection”?

Thursday, June &, 7.30pm. To he
arranged

Tuesday, July -, 7.30pm. P
Matcolm Jarvis: History of the Police
in Stapleford.”

FUTURE PROJECTS
AND RESEARCH

A number of members have very clear
ideas about what they want to achicve
within the Society, and the Tollowing
areas of work were discussed:
Reminiscence/oral history project -
primarily to rescarch the social und
cconomic history of Stapleford Irom
1939-45 by using people’s recollections
and memories, in keeping with the Honmwe
Front Nottinghimshire theme for 1995,
Barbura Brooke has kindly olfcred o
co-ardinate this group, and will be
working with Karen Gunn and Moy

Oliver. Karen will be able to use a number

of contacts she has made while
researching her own faily history in the
Stapletord/Trowell area, and Meg is
willing - undertake reminiscence work
with clderly people in nursing homes.

Andrea Lowe will provide a tist of

wardens ol Tocal sheltered housing and
nursing homes, and will organise the
audio cquipment needed with the help
of Judy Kingscott in the Nottingham
Local Studies Library on Angel Row.

RECORDS AND
RESOURCES

Diane Hough and Sue Collings are keen
to index and orpanise material in the local

studies section of Stapletord Library with

4 view to making inlormation more

readily aceessible to family and focal
historians. Diane and Sue have both been

involved in umily history for a number

of years and are extremely familiar with

the resources available in the Public

Fibrary in Stapleford as well as the more

cxtensive resources available in Notts,

Archiives: They will be happy (o collect

and - organise information . about

staplelord’s history from other sources
which they will then make available to

the Library.

PROJECT
CO-ORDINATION

Dizne Houph has also offered to naintain
a register ol current research and to
provide information on who is doing
what, Diane will also act as Librarian and
will include work being undertaken by
members and other individuals engaged
in Jocal historical research. This
mlormation will then be included in the
Society’s Newsletter/Journal in order (o
keep members up to date with what is
huppening. ~ :
S&S NEWS ON
MICROFILM

Miss Choulerton and Mrs Hodder have
oftered to index the obiluaries in the S&S
News, pending the purchase of a viable
microlilm reader. The present machine
is uncomfortable to use and a bid to
purchase a new one has been submitted
using money Irom the Public Library
Fund; this will be subject to the approval
ol the District Librarian and the Director
of Leisure Services.
POLICING IN
STAPLEFORD
Pe. Malcolm  Jarvis is currently
researching into the history of the Police
fFarce in Stapleford and has managed to
aceumulate a substantial amount of
information which he hopes to publish
in hook form at some time in the Tuture,
Malcolm envisages another two years’
wark belore the project is completed.





